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Dear CCDC Dancers and Parents, 
 

As the New Year brings new challenges and adventures for us all, it is worth reflecting on what CCDC has meant to 
me.  Since coming to CCDC in 2007, it has been my great pleasure working as the School Director.  The experiences 
I have had here have helped me to grow as a person, leader, teacher and student.  I have established relationships 
with staff, students and parents alike that will be life-long.   
 

My passion has always been in dance.  This has brought great joy to my life.  As an adult, leading and teaching in 
dance has brought me even greater joy.  As in my professional life there have been many new challenges over the 
last few years, there have also been many new challenges in my personal life.  Two of which are my children, Cole 
(2 ½) and Keira (5 months).  In taking stock of their needs, and with my husband’s support, I have decided to take a 
leave of absence as the School Director. 
  

In taking a step back it has helped me to look forward and see that CCDC is in a great place!  I feel comfortable tak-
ing this leave because I know that the school is in such capable hands.  CCDC has become my home away from 
home.  I care deeply for this school and I care deeply for its future.  I will continue as the Ensemble Director.  I am 
so proud of all of our students.  They inspire me each and every day and I feel very blessed to be able to continue my 
work with the Ensemble and also continue my work as “Mom”. 
 

As with any great organization, others have stepped up and offered their help in taking over my school directing re-
sponsibilities.  I have great faith that CCDC will continue to thrive and provide excellence in dance education.  
Thank you to the board, parents and dancers for your support and understanding.  
  

          As always… 
         Keep On Movin’, 
         Amber Mazurana 
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I was motivated by a best friend who was 
taking classes. After seeing her talent show 
dance and learning a few things from her, 
playing around, I told my mother that this 
was something I would like to try. So I did 
and have loved it ever since I first step 
onto that wood floor. 

What keeps you dancing?                   
There are several things that keep me 
dancing. There is nothing more amazing 
than dancing out your emotions. If I am 
feeling down, overwhelmed, or even 
happy for whatever event is happening in 
that moment, dancing helps me connect to 
myself all over again. Its an opportunity 
for me to learn about myself, get lost in 
movement that is rooted from an emotion 
I'm feeling. I can also walk onto a dance 
floor and forget everything around me, I 
get swept away by movement and get lost 
in it. Its great therapy! There are other 
factors like purely enjoying dance, loving 
it and its great exercise. :) 

What draws you to dance?                
Dance for me is an outlet. I can do      
whatever I want with it. Its my canvas and 
I am the paintbrush, I paint with my body 
whatever my heart desires.  

Who has been your biggest mentor in 
dance?                                                   I 
haven't had one specific mentor in dance. 
In high school we had several master 
classes each semester. All of my          
instructors, guest artists or not, have    
inspired me in one way or another. Paula 
Sloan and Alfred Lowe are the two main 
ones in my mind. They have shown me 
what tap can be and that tap isn't just steps, 
it's learning how use your feet as a voice. 
Like singers how scat, Tap is your feet 
learning its own scat. 

 Do you have a favorite dance 
memory?    My Favorite dance memory is 
taking my boyfriend (now husband) to his 
first tap class. On our third date as a couple 
I had decided that I wanted to take him to a 
dance class. Not just any dance class, a tap 
class! We were both so nervous. He didn't 
know what to expect and he just spend a 
good deal of money on tap shoes. What if 
he didn't like it? I was worried about how 
well he would do, will he like it, will he 
not understand the class at all? These were 
all concerns. It went so well. After the 
hour class ended, he was so happy! A 
smile on his face that I had never seen 
before. I had just added another tap lover 
to this world.   Almost three years later, we 
still enjoy tap dancing together. 

What’s your favorite color?              
Hmm, If i had to pick it would be baby 
blue, but I don't really have a favorite 
color.  

What’s your favorite food?                
That's a toss up, I love lasagna but boy do I 
love me some homemade flour tortillas. 

What’s your favorite 
movie?                                                         
I don't really have a favorite movie, I love 
comedies. Jim Carey is a favorite of mine. 

What’s your favorite band?                       
I have several, Incubus, Bjork, Imogen 
Heap and Kings of Leon! 

 Anything else fun that we should know 
about you? Something fun about me is, I 
love to sing almost everything I do. If I 
am making dinner, feeding my cat or 
folding laundry, I will sing whatever I 
am doing at that moment. Its a quirk of 
mine! 

Amber D. Williams is from Houston, 
Texas and this is her first year teaching at 
the Canyon Concert Ballet Dance Center. 

She first began   
dancing at the age of 
11 years old. She 
began tap dancing at 
Sullivan's Dance 
Studio and shortly 
after was accepted 
into the Texas Tap 
Ensemble. From 
there Amber had 

discovered her real passion and love for 
dance. She attended Johnston Middle 
School where she majored in Dance and 
Theater Arts. In 2005, she graduated from 
The High School for Performing and   
Visual Arts. She has studied tap under 
Paula Sloan and Alfred Lowe of Houston, 
Texas.  

Amber is currently attending Colorado 
State University where she is studying 
Spanish and Math in hopes to come a 
teacher in the future. She is grateful to 
have to opportunity to teach at Canyon 
Concert Ballet and is excited to continue 
her journey of dancing along side her   
colleagues and students. 

What classes do you teach at CCDC?       
I teach Tap1 and Adult/ beginner,        
intermediate Tap 

When did you take your first dance class?
I first started dancing at the age of 11. I 
started with ballet, tap and jazz classes at 
what was then called Sullivan's Dance 
Studio. It has changed names since about 
10 years ago.  

What kind of class was it? What         
motivated you to try your first 
class?                                                           
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March 1-5 
Don’t miss the chance 
to see your students 

progress! 

��
��	�������������������
�&��
%�	����

'��(�

It’s that time again!  Time 
for all our hard-working and 
talented dancers to show us 

their moves!                                                                 

This year the Spring    
Showcase, “Take A Bow” 
will be Saturday, May 22 

and Sunday, May 23 at the 
Fort Collins Lincoln Center 
main stage.  Tickets will be 
available starting April 22 

for $5 per ticket through the 
Lincoln Center box of-
fice.  (All families that   

volunteer to help with the 
show will be able to order 
their tickets one day early 
on April 21!!!  Sign up in 

the office.) 

 This year we will have a 
separate performance for 
the Preschool                
Program. This                
performance will be    
Sunday, May 23 at 1:00 
pm.   All Ballet 1-7, Hip 
Hop, Lyrical, Jazz, Tap, 
Modern and Adult classes 
will perform in two shows 
at the following times:                                                     
Saturday, May 22 at  6:30 
pm & Sunday, May 23 at 
4:00 pm 

  

There will be an in-studio 
full dress rehearsal on Sat-
urday, May 15 beginning at 
1:00 pm at the North Studio 
for select classes only. 
Classes will be assigned a 
specific time as we get 
closer to that date. There 
will be a dress rehearsal in 
the theatre on May 22  

during the day for all 
classes.  Each class will be 
given a specific time for 
their rehearsal as we get 
closer to the date.  THIS 
IS FOR ALL CLASSES!!! 

 Pictures will be taken on 
May 18, 19 & 20 at the 
North Studio with each 
class coming at a scheduled 
time to avoid waiting in 
lines. 

 There will be a $50       
costume fee per class, which 
was due January 9, unless 
you are in a preschool class 
which is ordering their  
costumes separately 
through an online costume 
company.  All costumes will 
be handed out two weeks 
before the performance in 
your classes.  We will dis-
play all of the costumes in 
our lobby one month prior 
to the show. 

 This year we will also be 
charging a $10 backstage 
fee for all Preschool, Ballet 
1-3, Hip Hop 1& 2, Lyrical 
1 & 2, Jazz 1 & 2, Modern 
1/ 2 and Tap 1 & 2 classes, 
which will be due January 
9.   The fee is charged per 
student (not class or fam-
ily).  For example, if you are 
taking Ballet 2 twice a week 
and Jazz 1 then you would 
still pay only $10. 

 We will be offering a    
fund-raising opportunity to 
students who wish to raise 

money for the fees         
associated with the Spring 

Showcase or Summer    
programs.  All proceeds 

from this fund-raiser will go 
directly to the dancer.  If 
you are interested, please 
come to an informational 

meeting (check with  office 
for time).                                                                                                                   

Please fill out the form 
and return to the office 
with costume fee and 

backstage fee if           
applicable by January 9. 

�

����

.�#/0�12��.�#/0�12��.�#/0�12��.�#/0�12��
"1�3
"1�3
"1�3
"1�3
� ���

&����$	��
��
	�&����$	��
��
	�&����$	��
��
	�&����$	��
��
	�
�
���������	������
���������	������
���������	������
���������	�����
���
��
���(  ���
��
���(  ���
��
���(  ���
��
���(  � ���

�������)���������������)���������������)���������������)��������
!��������
������!��������
������!��������
������!��������
������
��
���*���+
���-��
���*���+
���-��
���*���+
���-��
���*���+
���-4 444
���   �1������   �1������   �1������   �1���
����	���	������	���	������	���	������	���	��
���	��
���������	��
���������	��
���������	��
������
+
��5�
 +
��5�
 +
��5�
 +
��5�
 � ���

Canyon Concert Dance Ensemble Update 
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On Febraury 6th at 11:00 am our Ensemble will be        
performing at Parkwood Estates Nursing Home 

 
As well as for the Musical Zoo on March 6th with the   

Fort Collins Symphony 
 

February 1st is our 
cut off for new   

students to         
participate in the 
Spring Showcase  
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We have Community Partners Albertsons 
cards!  When you use this card at Albertsons 

Canyon Concert Ballet will receive 1% of your 
purchase from Albertsons.  This program   

doesn’t cost you anything– it’s Albertson’s way 
to give back to the non-profits in the            

community.   

Please pick up your Albertsons Community 
Partners card at the front desk! 

Noverre's ballets told stories taken from ancient Greek myths or dramas. But during the early 1800's, people no longer cared about old gods and heroes. The romantic period began as people became inter-ested in stories of escape from the real world to dreamlike worlds or foreign lands.   
Ballet technique was expanded, especially for women, to express the new ideas. For example, women dancers learned to dance on their toes. This achievement helped them look like heavenly beings visiting the earth but barely touching it. Romantic ballet presented women as ideal and, for the first time, gave them greater importance than men. Male dancers became chiefly porters, whose purpose was to lift the ballerinas (leading female dancers) and show how light they were.  

 
The Italian choreographer Filippo Taglioni created the first romantic ballet, La Sylphide (1832), for his daughter Marie. She danced the title role of the syl-phide  
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HAVE YOU EXPLORED YOUR SIGNATURE STRENGTHS? 
This year we are going to be focusing on 1-2 strengths every few weeks. 

 We encourage you to read them and ponder ways in which you may contribute to the develop-
ment of these strengths within yourself and also to build a more positive environment at our 

school.   
Perseverance: You finish what you start.  The industrious person takes on difficult projects 

and finishes them, “getting it out the door” with good cheer and minimal complaints.  You do 
what you say you will do and sometimes more, never less.  At the same time, perseverance 

does not mean obsessive pursuit of unattainable goals.  The truly industrious person is flexible, 
realistic and NOT perfectionist. 

Optimism:  You expect the best in the future, and you plan and work in order to achieve it.  
Hope, optimism and future-mindedness are a family of strengths that represent a positive 

stance toward the future.  Expecting that good events will occur, feeling that these will ensue if 
you try hard, and planning for the future, sustain good cheer in the here and now, and galvanize 

a goal-directed life. 
What are your Signature Strengths?   

Go to www.authentichappiness.sas.upenn.edu/questionnaires.aspx to find out more! 


